Berceuse (Hill)

What does the title mean?
Berceuse means lullaby.

What key is this in?

Bar 1 Db major

Bars 8 and 16 small moments of Ab major (dominant)
Bar 17 E major

Bar 21 G# minor

Bar 25 transition back to Db major (Ab written as G#)
Bar 29 Db major

What is the structure/form of this?

Ternary form with a coda

Section A bars 1 to 8 and then repeated as duet bars 9 to 16
Section B bars 17 to 28

Section A bars 29 to 38

Coda bars 37 to end

What period is this from?
Romantic period - Hill was 20th century but this has been written in a romantic style

What is typical of the style of this period?
- melody has long phrases, lyrical.

- key changes to unrelated keys as well as related keys
- Accented dissonance

= Homophonic texture

= Character pieces

= Tempo rubato (‘robbed’)

= Wide range of dynamics

= Popularity of the piano, expanded range

- Pedalling

= Individualistic expression (passionate)

Notation:

Tranquillo - calm

C - 4/4 - simple quadruple time - 4 crotchet beats per bar
Metronome mark- 44 minims per minute

Slur - legato - smooth and well-connected

Flat - lower the note a semitone

Natural - cancels the sharp or flat

Sharp - raise the note a semitone

Pedal - use the damper pedal

Pedale simile - continue the pedalling the same way
Poco Cresc. - little gradually getting louder

pp - pianissimo - very soft

Calando - dying away (getting softer and slower)

Piu mosso - a little more - increase the speed

espressivo - expressively

Poco rall. - a little getting gradually slower

Double sharp - raise the note two semitones
Arpeggiando - roll the chord

Fermata - pause - hold the note longer than written
Diminuendo - gradually getting softer

Acciaccatura - a little quick note before the main note (ornament)
A tempo - return to original speed

Tenuto - stress the note by playing it for full value (louder)
Double flat - lower the note two semitones



