
Fiesta No 7 from Miniaturas by Joaquin Turina


What does the title mean?

A fiesta is a large extravagant party (Spanish word) sometimes referring to a religious festival. We 
can hear this in the music through the excited lively speed, the dance-like rhythms, and the colour 
and drama in the expression. This is from a larger work called miniatures.


Analysis:

Binary form with Introduction and Coda. 

Bars 1-10 - like an introduction on repeated E (dominant of A major).

Bars 11 to 28 Section A - begins A major - main theme in the LH. 

Bar 23 - transition to next section using a solo songlike phrase (Spanish) Modulates to C major.

Bars 29 Section B - starts in C major, then goes to Eb major bar 33. Bar 39 moves down to A 
major. 

Bar 47 - transition to next section using a solo songlike phrase, modulates to A minor/C major.

Coda bar 57 - arpeggios in A major. 


Period and style:

- 20th century music 

- Typical of 20th Century music:


- Pictorial title

- Colourful chords including 6ths, extended chords like 7ths, augmented, dissonant chords

- Modulation to unrelated keys

- Accents on offbeats 

- Use of pedal and other expressive techniques for colour

- Wide range of notes

- Emphasis on rhythm


Notation:

Allegro vivo - lively and fast, with life

6/8 - compound duple time - two dotted crotchets/ six quavers per bar

p - piano - soft

Cresc. - crescendo - gradually getting louder

sfz - sforzando - sudden loud note

Diminuendo - gradually getting softer

mf - mezzo forte - moderately loud

pp - pianissimo - very soft

Poco rubato - a little robbed in time (freer time)

A tempo - return to original speed

Ff - fortissimo - very loud

Dim. molto - very getting gradually softer

8va - play 8 notes higher than written. 

Accent - play the note loudly



