
Sonata in D major (Haydn) Hob XVI:G1


What does the title mean?

Sonata means ‘to sound’. Sonatas are pieces for instrument. Sub-title divertimento - this is a 
piece that is light and diverting in character. Hob. = Hoboken - this is the person who catalogued 
Haydn’s music. 


Analysis:

Structure is Sonata form (but a short form of sonata form).


Exposition

1st subject/theme bar 1 D major

Bar 8 Bridge - changes key

Bar 14 2nd subject/theme A major (dominant)


Development

Bar 20 A major

Passes through keys such as D minor through to B minor 

Bar 30 B minor (relative minor)


Recapitulation

Bar 36 1st subject/theme D major

Bar 43 Bridge

Bar 52 2nd subject/theme D major


Period/style:

This is from the Classical period.

Typical of the style:

- homophonic texture (melody RH, accompaniment LH)

- Diatonic keys and modulations to related keys 

- Formal structures (eg sonata form)

- Balanced phrasing (2 + 2 + 4) (this piece is a little different)

- Ornamentation (trills, turns)

- Contrasts in articulation and dynamics

- Character contrasts within the one piece 

- Clarity of touch

- Two-note slurs - placement of accents on the beat


Notation:

Allegro - fast and lively

C - 4/4 time - simple quadruple/common time - 4 crotchet beats per bar

Slur - legato - play smooth and well connected

Dynamics

Turn - type of ornamentation (turn around the principal note)

Trill - type of ornamentation (rapidly alternate between two notes)

Leggiero - play lightly

Staccato - short and detatched



