
Frank Hutchens - Two Little Birds 


What does the title mean?

The title is pictorial/descriptive, giving the imagery of two small birds talking/singing to each other. 
This can be heard in the high register faster rhythmic motifs, and the two different octaves used 
for each bird. 


Analysis: 
Ternary form with introduction and coda

Bar 1 Introduction - Eb major

Bar 3 - Section A - theme - Eb major

Bar 11 - Section B - to E major bar 12, to F major bar 14, moves around C major to 18, then like 
an F dominant seventh chord to return to Eb major (Hutchens has used circle of 5ths F to B (not 
Bb) to Eb)

Bar 22 - Section A - return Eb major. Starts changing around bar 26 moving towards Coda. 

Bar 33 - Coda Ab minor to Eb major


Period and style:

20th Century Australian/NZ music (sentimental European style)

- ostinato accompaniment/broken chord

- Modulation to unrelated keys

- Chromaticism

- Extended chords like diminished chords (around bar 29)

- Imagery and environment for inspiration

- Colour - overuse of pedal for atmospheric clouds

- Many markings and expressive/articulation instructions


Notation:  
Poco andante - a little walking speed

Triplets - three notes in the time of two

Staccato - short and detached

Tenuto - hold for full length

Both pedals - U. C and damper

8va - play an octave higher than written

mf - mezzo forte - moderately loud

p - piano - soft

Slur - play legato (smooth and well-connected)

fp - forte piano - play loudly then immediately softer 

Crescendo - gradually getting louder

Senza ped. - without the pedal

rall. - rallentando - gradually getting slower

pp - pianissimo - very soft

Fermata - pause - hold longer than written

A tempo - return to original speed

Acciacatura - quick note before the main note

Accent - marcato - play the note loudly

f - forte - loud

Sf - sforzando - sudden loud note

ff - fortissimo - very loud

Mezzo staccato - moderately short and detached

Tie - hold the notes for combined value

Ledger lines - extend the stave



