
Mendelssohn - Venetian Boat Song Op 19 No 6


What does the title mean? 

The title is pictorial and gives the imagery of being on a gondola on a Venetian canal. This is from 
a set called Songs without words - Mendelssohn imagined these piano pieces as if they could 
have lyrics (in the Romantic period, art songs were one of the most written compositional styles). 


Key and form:

Ternary form with introduction and coda.

Bars 1 to 8 - G minor (touch of Bb major at bar 4)

Bars 9 to 17 - Section A with main theme. Finishes in D minor

Bars 18 to 25 - Section B in C minor. Returns to G minor at bar 24.

Bars 26 to 34 - Section A1 - doesn’t have the theme but does return to G minor

Bars 35 to 39 - Section A - main theme in G minor

Bars 40 to the end - coda similar to the introduction


Period: 

Romantic 


Style:

Romantic music has:

- homophonic texture but sometimes with additional layers

- Long lyrical phrases (song-like)

- Accented dissonance 

- Use of rubato

- Expanded range in the piano and use of pedal

- Expanded range of dynamics

- Expression - passionate - about the individual

- Either epic/large pieces or miniature pieces

- Use of imagery


Notation: 

Andante sostenuto - walking pace and sustained

6/8 - compound duple - two dotted crotchet beats per bar

Slur - play legato

Pedalling - damper pedal

Sfz - sforzando - sudden loud note

Cantabile - singing style

Accent - stress the note by playing loud

Mezzo staccato (staccato with slur ) moderately short and detached



