Scherzo Op 15 No 4 (Clara Schumann)

What does the title mean?
Scherzo means playful. This is from a set of character pieces called 4 fugitive pieces (fugitive
refers to character). Op means opus = work number.

What key is this in?

Bar 1 G major

Bar 2/3 D major (dominant)

Bar 7 G major

Bar 13 E minor (relative minor)

Bar 16 G major

Bar 18-20 D major (with a little G minor)

Bar 29 similar key structure to the first section.
Bar 43 E minor (relative minor)

Bar 63 A minor but then returns to E minor
Bar 87 back to G major, similar key structure to before.

What is the structure/form of this?
Ternary form

Section A

Bar 1 to 12 - main theme

Bars 13 to 28 - contrasting section
Bars 29 to 42 - return to main theme

Section B - palindromic structure

B1 Bar 43 - tranquil minor theme then quavers B2

B3 Bars 59 - contrasting theme

Bar 71 - return to the tranquil theme but the B2 quaver section is first rather than the chord
section B1

Section A returns bar 87

What period is this from?
Romantic period

What is typical of the style of this period?
- melody has long phrases, lyrical.

- key changes to unrelated keys as well as related keys
- Accented dissonance

= Homophonic texture

= Character pieces

= Tempo rubato (‘robbed’)

- Wide range of dynamics

= Popularity of the piano, expanded range

- Pedalling

= Individualistic expression (passionate)

Notation:

Scherzo - playful

Metronome mark- 66 dotted minims per minute
3/4 - simple triple time - 3 crotchet beats/bar
Staccato - short and detached

Slur - legato - smooth and well-connected
Bracket - play the note with the other hand
Sharp - raise the note a semitone

Tie - hold the note for combined value

Pedal - use the damper pedal

Cresc. - gradually getting louder
Diminuendo - gradually getting softer



First and second time ending

Un poco piu tranquillo - A little more peaceful

Acciaccatura - a little quick note before the main note (ornament)
Accent - play the note loudly

Riten. - ritenuto - immediately slower or held back

A tempo - return to original speed



