
Sonata K 35 (Scarlatti)


What does the title mean?

Sonata means ‘to sound’ - a sonata is a piece for an instrument. K is the catalogue (catalogued 
by Ralph Kirkpatrick).


What keys are in this piece? 
Bar 1 G minor

Bar 16 changes key to F major

Bar 17 onwards finish the section in D minor (dominant minor key)

Bar 19/20 starts in D minor

Bar 24 Bb major

Bar 27 goes between F major, D minor, F major

Bar 33 Bb major

Bar 34 back to G minor


What is the form/structure of the piece?

Binary form 

Section A 

1st subject Bar 1

From bar 9 different material to Section B

Section B

1st subject Bar 19

From bar 29 different material to Section A 

What period is this from?

Baroque but has galant tendencies 

What is the style of the period?

Early pianos or harpsichords are used

Polyphonic voices are typical of the Baroque period but this piece uses homophonic texture at 
times (galant tendency)

Rhythmic momentum - once the piece starts, the rhythm and tempo remain same throughout. 

Modulation (key changes) to related keys

Use of diatonic keys (major and minor keys)

Rhythmic clarity of touch

Stepped/terraced and echo dynamics 

Notation: 
Allegro - fast and lively

C - 4/4 time - simple quadruple time - 4 crotchet beats/bar

Legato - smooth and well-connected

f - forte - loud

Repeat sign - repeat the section

mf - mezzo forte - moderately loud

p - piano - soft

Cresc. - crescendo - gradually getting louder

Non legato - not smooth and well-connected - detatched



